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SHORT COMMUNICATION

INTRODUCTION MATERIALS AND METHODS
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SYSTEMATIC RESULTS

Family Coelogorgiiidae Bourne, 1900
Monogeneric

Genus Coelogorgia 
Milne-Edwards & Haime, 1857

Monotypic

TYPE SPECIES 

DIAGNOSIS 

Coelogorgia palmosa 
Milne-Edwards & Haime, 1857

(Figures 2, 3, 7; Table 1)

MATERIAL EXAMINED 

FIGURE 1 Locations of the new octocoral records. The area of study in the Kimberley is bounded by a grey line. 
Locations of Coelogorgia palmosa are marked as red circles and Plumigorgia hydroides as a yellow square.
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TABLE 1 Habitat description from stations were Plumigorgia hydroides* and Coelogorgia palmosa were reported. 
Stations in Marsh (1993) correspond to stations in this report in parenthesis. Relative abundances of octocoral 
genera: 1 = one or few colonies; 2 = uncommon; 3 = common; 4 = abundant.

Station Location Depth (m) Abundance Habitat
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FIGURE 2 Coelogorgia palmosa WAM Z66642 (A, B) and WAM Z66643 (C, D) A. On deck; B–D. in situ.
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DESCRIPTION 

FIGURE 3 Coelogorgia palmosa WAM Z67064 sclerites. A. Surface of the branches; B. Interior of the branches; 
C. Surface of the stem; D. Interior of the stem; E. Polyp body; F. Tentacles.
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Family Ifalukellidae Bayer, 1955

Genus Plumigorgia Nutting, 1910

TYPE SPECIES 

DIAGNOSIS 

Plumigorgia hydroides Nutting, 1910

(Figures 4–6, 7; Table 1)

MATERIAL EXAMINED

DESCRIPTION

FIGURE 4 A, B. Plumigorgia hydroides WAM Z67094 in situ. 
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MOLECULAR ANALYSES 

FIGURE 5 Plumigorgia hydroides WAM Z67094 
photographed on deck. 

FIGURE 6 Plumigorgia hydroides WAM Z67094 sclerites. A. detail of surface; B. range of shapes. 
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FIGURE 7 Maximum likelihood tree of mtMutS. Values at the nodes refer to bootstrap (left) and posterior probability 
(right). Alphanumeric codes before species name represent GenBank accession numbers, in brackets are 
museum vouchers. Cornularia pabloi was used as the outgroup. 
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